FIRST APPEARANCES.
in The Busybody', Clodio in Z0^ makes a Man, Teague T&'The Committee, and Brass in The Confederacy. Thus by the time that Highmore, impoverished and weary of the struggle, had sold his share of the patent to Charles Fleetwood, Macklin's position as an actor was established. On Fleetwood's advent to power, Gibber and the seceders returned to Drury Lane, reappearing on March 12, 1734-
Macklin was, for the moment, ousted from Drury Lane by the return of the seceders, and joined a company with which Fielding opened the Haymarket in the spring of 1734. Here he is known, in April of that year, to have played Squire Badger, a rudimentary Squire Western, in Fielding's Don Quixote in England. At the beginning of the season 1734-35, however, he returned to Drury Lane, and devoted himself to the affairs of that theatre, soon becoming a firm favourite with the manager.
Fleetwood was at first disposed to rely on the judgment of Gibber, but discovered this revolutionary to be by no means a safe adviser, and therefore displaced him, says Victor, "for Macklin, a man at that time of seemingly humble pretensions, but of capabilities sufficient to raise him to the office of lord high cardinal. This minister continued long in the highest favour with the manager, and the business of the theatre was conducted for some years, under his influence and direction, with very considerable success." Thus, from an unknown stroller Macklin was now raised to the position of confidential adviser to the manager of Drury Lane.
Fleetwood and Macklin seem to have devoted such of their time as could be spared from the toils of theatrical management to gaming, and they were both constant visitors to White's gambling-house, where they lost large sums of money. Fleetwood had inherited a patrimony of ^6000, which he managed to squander